
Term 1, Week 8, March 18th 2020 

 

Lismore Primary School Scoop 
Lismore Primary School considers the safety of children as being of paramount importance. 

LPS is committed to inclusion of all children from different cultural, linguistic backgrounds, all abilities and  
individual needs. 

Our school has a zero tolerance of child abuse. 
 

77 William Street Lismore Victoria 3324 
Email: lismore.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Ph.: 55962121 
www.lismoreps.vic.edu.au 

FROM MY DESK … 
 
We are currently living in uncertain times, with the landscape changing daily in relation to COVID 19 otherwise 
known as Coronavirus. At this stage, we will operate as usual unless directed otherwise by the DET. As a family, you 
can help your children by modelling the following behaviours which are being focused on at school:  

 Be calm  

 Be kind  

 Speak positively in front of your children – children are anxious and will be more so if we model that 

 Use good hygiene  
 
Principals of all Victorian government schools receive an update from Dr. David Howes, Deputy Secretary of Edu-
cation, each day. I have included key messages from our latest updates and will keep you informed if key messages 
change.  
 
NEW DIRECTIONS CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS - All camps scheduled to commence from and including 
Tuesday 17 March must be postponed and rescheduled, or, if there is no other option, cancelled. For the purposes 
of excursions, a school excursion is defined to include local parks and sporting facilities regularly used by the school, 
including local swimming pools. All excursions outside the school for purposes such as visits to cultural institutions, 
art galleries, theatres and sporting events or facilities (other than those local facilities regularly used by the school) 
planned from and including Tuesday 17 March must also be postponed or cancelled. This does not include travel by 
individual staff or small groups of staff to professional development events.  
 
INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS - Everyone arriving into Australia from overseas from midnight on 15th March 
will be required to self-isolate for 14 days. This obviously includes students and staff who may be returning from 
overseas excursions or other travel. Importantly, it also includes parents and carers and any other relatives or friends 
of your students who are returning from overseas travel. As they are required to self-isolate, they must not visit the 
school to pick up children or for any other reason.  
 
RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE VISITS Based on advice from the Commonwealth Government to protect vulnera-
ble Australians, schools should not visit residential aged care facilities. 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURES 
The advice of the Chief Health Officer remains at present that our schools should stay open, except in the case of a 
confirmed case of coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The Chief Health Officer states ‘School closures may still be 
considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, for a shorter period of time. Short term 
reactive school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning and contact tracing to occur. Should evidence 
change in relation to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collaboration with AHPPC, would of course 
change also.’  
Lismore Primary School is committed to the educational outcomes of all students and have begun planning learning 
activities that students can access at home in the event of school closures. We will continue to keep you all well in-
formed and provide any further information as it comes to hand. Thanks for your understanding during these un-
precedented and unknown times.  
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WPPSSA SWIMMING SPORTS  
Last Thursday our year 3-6 students travelled to 
Skipton to participate in the WPPSSA Swimming 
Sports alongside students from Derrinallum Col-
lege, Rokewood PS and Skipton PS. The weather 
was perfect and our students’ behaviour on the day 
was exceptional. Each student competed with a 
smile and did themselves and the school proud. 
Fabulous effort by all participants. Thanks to our 
families for transporting your children to Skipton, 
we hope you enjoyed catching up with other fami-
lies and watching your children compete. A special 
thanks to Tania and Penny for your support help-
ing with the distribution of ribbons!   
 
 
 
HARMONY WEEK 15-21st MARCH 
Harmony Week is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and the successful integration of migrants into our 
community. Australia is one of the most successful multicultural countries in the world and we should celebrate this 
and work to maintain it. Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of 
cultural or linguistic background, united by a set of core Australian values. 
This week Lismore Primary School is coming together to celebrate diversity. This Friday 20th March we encourage 
our school community to wear ORANGE to acknowledge the wonderful multi-cultural society that we live in. Orange 
is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Week. Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and meaningful 
conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. We hope to see you in or-
ange on Friday!  
 
FUNDRAISING  
Fundraising plays an important part in supporting our school to provide our students with up to date educational re-
sources and facilities. Unfortunately some of our planned fundraising activities have been cancelled. With the AFL 
footy season being shortened and the fixture likely to be changed, we have had to cancel our annual footy tipping com-
petition. Thanks to those that expressed interest in participating, we hope to have it back and running again next sea-
son.  
Furthermore, in the interests of customers, team members and community members, Bunnings sausage sizzles and 
cake stalls across Australia and New Zealand have been temporarily suspended until further notice, from 18 March 
2020.  
We are still however running our Junior School Council Easter Raffle. Easter raffle books were sent home with each 
family last week. Each book has 20 tickets and tickets are $1 each. Junior School Council ask that you please try to sell 
all tickets and return to school by the last day of term. The raffle will be drawn on Friday 27th March.  Thanks to those 
that have kindly donated Easter related items for the raffle. Raffle items can be left at the office. Thanks for your sup-
port.  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL  
Tonight at 5:30pm the Annual General Meeting of the School Council will be held in the Health & Wellbeing Room 
where office bearers will be elected for the 2020 school year. After the AGM, the general school council meeting will 
be held.  
 
GRANDPARENTS/SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY  
Unfortunately due to the continued evolution of the Coronavirus we must postpone our Grandparents/Special Friends 
Day planned for next Tuesday 24th March. We apologise for any inconvenience however our first priority is the health 
and safety of our whole school community as well as the wider community. We will aim to reschedule this day to later 
in the year.  
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                            ONE LINERS! 

F-2    - Our students have thoroughly enjoyed learning about shape the past 3 

      weeks and have enjoyed using Seesaw to share their creations.  

3-6 -  This week we have been creating and solving number patterns that have one or more rules.  

YOUNG ACHIEVERS 

OF THE WEEK  

Dates to Remember

 

Wednesday 18th March School Council meeting and AGM @ 5.30 pm 

Friday 20th March Harmony Week - Wear orange to school 

Tuesday 24th March Grandparents Day POSTPONED 

Friday 27th March Last day of Term 1—2.30pm dismissal. Easter raffle drawn 

Tuesday 14th April Curriculum Day for staff - No School 

Wednesday 15th April Start of Term 2 

F-2 Class -  Ivy Moyle for displaying an 
excellent work ethic. Ivy always tries her 
best and takes great pride in the presenta-
tion of her work. Keep up the great work!  
 

3-6 Class -    Georgia Kerr for embracing 
feedback in order to continuously improve 
her learning. Well done Georgia! 

NAPLAN ONLINE 2020  
Each year students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are involved in NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy). NAPLAN has begun transitioning from a paper-based test to an online assessment platform which in-
volves students completing the tests utilising a computer or tablet device. NAPLAN Online delivers numerous bene-
fits including: 

 a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise under-
standing of student achievement;  

 innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types; 

 the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the tests at 
times that suit them best and increasing student participation.  

Last year our school conducted NAPLAN Online with little disruptions. For this reason we have decided to continue 
completing NAPLAN online. Staff have completed refresher training in preparation for this year’s NAPLAN testing 
in May. A co-ordinated practice test will happen on Monday 23rd March. Please note, no results or reports will be pro-
duced from this test. A public demonstration site of NAPLAN Online is available at www.nap.edu.au/online-
assessment/publicdemonstration-site and we certainly encourage students to become familiar with the platform via 
this site. Today a brochure has been sent home to all families of students in Year 3 and Year 5 that provides some 
additional information. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. For more information 
about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au 
Stay Safe All!! 
Jess Kattwinkel  
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COMMUNITY NEWS  

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
COUNCIL EASTER 

RAFFLE 
We are seeking donations of  Easter 

Eggs or anything Easter related, 
such as  

colouring books, pencils, stickers, 
soft toys, headbands etc., for our 

Easter Raffle fundraiser. 
If  anyone has any cane baskets 

they could donate to make up the 
hampers it would be greatly appre-

ciated. 
The raffle will be drawn on the last 

day of  Term 1. 
Donations can be left at the office. 

Thank-you. 

 


